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Statement from Chairman Charles Schwertner

AUSTIN, TX -- This week, the Senate Business and Commerce Committee held a 15-hour
hearing to examine the state of Texas’ electricity market and the proposed 765kV ultra-high
voltage transmission lines intended to support load growth in West Texas.

Testimony from property owners and their representatives highlighted significant concerns
regarding the certificate of convenience and necessity process (CCN), including the lack of
proper notice from utilities, shortened timelines for Public Utility Commission (PUC)
proceedings, and due process at the State Office of Administrative Hearings. These concerns
demonstrate the need for a complete overhaul of the CCN process before these applications
can advance.

Accordingly, I am calling on the PUC to deny the existing CCN applications. Any
reapplications need to take into consideration the concerns raised during our hearing. The
Legislature will reform the CCN process next session to ensure future projects are fair and
transparent.
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